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N .C.bioscience fi rm s hire 
from student internships 

Mc�m c$ hcom� flioc1fi4i’� afic�Nfit4Nt com panies 
are creating studentinternships and w ork oppor­

tunities and using them to 2nd and screen future em ­
ployees,according to a recentsurvey. 

Industry islooking fornew talent— and 2nding itthrough 
a surprising array of internships for students at alledu­
cationallevels. 

T he survey of8f life science com panies,conducted by the 
N orth C arolina Biom anufacturing and Pharm aceutical 
Training C onsortium (BPT C ), found that ff percent of 
respondents2nd studentw ork to be usefulform aking new 
hires. T he survey is already helping BPT C to optim ize in­
ternship opportunities for participating educationalinsti­
tutions,said T im K elly,chair ofthe BPT C IndustrialC ur­
riculum C om m ittee. “T his survey provides inform ation 
about best practices along w ith issues that needed to be 
addressed in increasing studentw ork program s.” 

H al Price, N C BIO ’s technical advisor for the Biotech 
Manufacturer’s Forum and a com m ittee m em ber, said 
that BPT C program s and other life science training ini­
tiatives w illbe grow ing as m ore com panies expand and 
locate in the state. “W e need to m ake sure that oppor­
tunities are available to students to getw ork experience 
and m eetcourse requirem entsforcom m unity college and 
university program s,” he said. 

Survey respondents reported hiring students at m ultiple 

N CSU -led p ro p o sal am o n g 
H o m elan d Secu rity fi n alists 
A N orth C arolina C onsortium led by North Carolina 
State U niversity is one of Cf nationw ide being consid­

ered fora 386s m illion research facility by the 
and Security. 

T he university’s C ollege of V eterinary 
Medicine is am ong program s in CC 
states com peting w ith proposals to 
land the 6ss,sss square-footfacility, 
called the N ationalBio and A gro-D e­

fense Facility,or N BA F. Federalguide­
lines callfor the sites to be a m inim um 

of5s acres,and capable ofdeveloping tech­
nologiesto protectthe country’sagriculturaland 

biologicalinfrastructure. 

epartm entofH om el

D H S of2cials said they expect to narrow the num ber of 
institutionsunderconsideration even furtherby the end of 
the yearbefore conducting environm entalim pactstudies. 
T hey said the w inning site w illbe nam ed in early 0ssf. 

levelsofeducation form anufacturing processes. C hem istry 
students are m ost often hired for internships in research 
and developm ent,and engineering studentsare m ostoften 
hired by m anufacturing com panies. 

C om panies listed com m unication skills and organiza­
tional skills, including punctuality, as im portant attri­
butes for student w orkers. Technicalexpertise,rexibil­
ity and speci2c course requirem ents also w ere listed as 
im portantfactors. 

T he BPT C training initiative has w on nationaland inter­
nationalrecognition for N orth C arolina. Itcom bines the 
resources of N orth C arolina’s university and com m uni­
ty college system s to m eet the grow ing dem ands of the 
biotechnology and pharm aceuticalindustries in the state. 
T he consortium ’s key program s are the N orth C arolina 
C om m unity C ollege System ’s BioN etw ork program , the 
Biom anufacturing R esearch Institute and Technology En­
terprise (BR IT E)atN orth C arolina C entralU niversity in 
D urham ,and the Biom anufacturing Training and Educa­
tion C enter (BT EC ) at N orth C arolina State U niversity. 
T he BPT C initiative is funded by the State of N orth C ar­
olina, the G olden LE A F Foundation, and contributions 
from industry. 

T his survey also indicated that N orth C arolina students 
and com panies w ould bene2t from m ore internship op­
portunities,and thatthe existing program sserve asuseful 
m odels for expansion. 

C opiesofthe survey sum m ary are available from the N orth 
C arolina Biosciences O rganization. More inform ation is 
available at info@ ncbioscience.org. 

BT Catalyst is copyrighted and published six times a year by 
the N orth C arolina Biotechnology C enter. The Biotechnology 
C enter is a not-for-profit corporation funded largely by the 
N .C . G eneral A ssembly. Its mission is to provide long-term 
economic and societal benefits to N orth C arolina by support­
ing biotechnology research, business and education state-
w ide. Please contact Editor Jim Shamp w ith story ideas,ques­
tions or concerns at (919)541-9366 or by e-mail,jim_shamp@ 
ncbiotech.org. 

BT Catalystis initially published on the Biotechnology C enter’s 
W eb site, w w w.ncbiotech.org, to reach readers faster and to 
reduce the cost and environmental impact ofprinting and mail­
ing. It is subsequently mailed w ithout charge to people w ho 
request the hardcopy version. Please visit w w w.ncbiotech.org 
if you w ish to subscribe to the mailed hardcopy version,or call 
C orporate C ommunications at (919)541-9366. 
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